THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE. [April 1, 1866. habits, was mounted in the barrack square at Umballa on the morning of the 25th September, 1865, prior to going out to field drill with the regiment, when his horse became restive, reared up in the ranks with bim, and fell back, the weight of the horse coming with full force on him and crushing him to the ground, the hilt of his sword intervening between his back and loins.
lie was not rendered insensible by the fall, but screamed out in great agony for some time, and when raised from the ground to be put into the dooiy for conveyance to hospital, it was found that both legs were completely paralyzed. Abdomen.?This cavity was distended with air ; about two pints of bloody serum was found, in which the intestines (which were matted "together) floated ; the peritoneum was also thickened greatly from recent inflammation.
Externally the sigmoid flexure of the colon presented a livid patch of discoloration, extending downwards for some five or six inches, and a corresponding appearance for the same extent internally ; there was no ulceration apparent in the mucous membrane ; bladder quite empty and contracted ; mucous membrane pale; liver large and somewhat congested; kidney enlarged. Dorsal region.?On dividing the integuments over the seat of injury, an immense patch of congested muscular tissue appeared, extending from about the three last dorsal vertebra down to the sacrum, and about three inches broad on each side of the spinal column, from which a quantity of dark venous, blood flowed. On raising the muscles in this situation and exposing the back of the spinal column, fracture and dislocation forwards of the 1st lumbar vertebra was discovered; the transverse process and pedicle of this vertebra were also broken off, and the ragged edges were found compressing firmly the 1st lumbar nerve as it emerged through the intervertebral foramen; the transverse process of the 2nd lumbar vertebra Avas also splintered off. On taking out that portion of the spine comprising the 11th and 12th dorsal, and the first four lumbar vertebra, and making a careful dissection, the extent of the fracture was more fully seen, and the moist specimen was subsequently photographed.
The fracture extended diagonally from right to left, from below upwards through the pedicle and superior articulating process of the 1st lumbar vertebra, and across the body of this bone m its upper third ; in fact it seemed as if the head of this vertebra had been knocked off with the inter-articular cartilage adhering to the upper fragment. The theca vertebralis was congested arsd thickened for about 1 \ inches above and below the seat of injury, and here the nerve fibres were crushed, and a few of them torn across from the violence inflicted by the sharp edges of the bone.
Umballa, February 1866.
